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In his book “Collaborative Leadership,” Peter

M. Dewitt shows us the research of John 

Hattie. Collective Teacher Efficacy, one of the

six influences that matter most, can bring the

greatest impact on student learning.

Collective teacher efficacy is the perceptions of

teachers that they will have a positive effect on

students. As a principal of more than 15 years, 

I can share that collective teacher efficacy

could, and should, be expanded to include the

collective staff efficacy: Does every person

who enters the school, every day, believe that

they can positively impact children every day?

The collective efficacy of staff (from every role

in the school) can make a positive impact on

students’ achievement. When the behaviors of

the staff work collectively toward a common

goal of doing what is right by students, every

day, the power of positivity is exponential.

Collective efficacy is not only believing that 

we can positively impact students, but that we

change our behavior and we do the essential

work of preparing ourselves to daily meet the

needs of all students in the areas of academics

and social-emotional.

As a district, we find our greatest ability to 

influence students not in what one person does

each day, but our greatest ability to change the

future of students is found in the collective

work of our people.

Collective Teacher Efficacy

Collective Teacher Efficacy

Certified Evaluation Appeals Committee 

Go365 Transitioning to StayWell

United Way Update

‘Kids First’ Day – Last Wednesday of Each Month

Beware of Targeted Email Scams

DCPS Calendar Reminders

Celebrating Our Instructional Assistants

DCPS Staff Milestones

Fundraisers and Special Events at Our Schools

DC-KEA News and Updates

Foundation for DCPS News

Maintenance and Construction Update

Healthy Lifestyle Tip of the Week

DC-bay! Staff Classified Ads

In This Issue

Dr. Amy Shutt makes a point as she facilitates a discussion about
one of the “Six Influences that Matter Most”– collective teacher 
efficacy – during a presentation to district administrators. 
Dr. Shutt’s presentation is available for review HERE. 

Our DCPS Instructional Focus:

Students Cognitively Engaged

in Standards-Based Work

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/SixInf-Efficacy-AS.pdf?id=42809


Go365 transitioning

to StayWell
The Kentucky Employees’ Health Plan’s LivingWell 

Program is transitioning from Go365 to StayWell to 

provide well-being services in 2020. KEHP’s 

commitment to members’ well-being is not changing and

is only growing.

While change is never easy, here are some key points to

help you understand how you are impacted in the next

few months:

n Go365 participants must redeem their Go365 Bucks by
Nov. 30. Members will no longer have access to their

Go365 Bucks after that date and will not have access to

any of the Go365 account information after Dec. 31.

n Points and bucks will NOT carry over to StayWell.

n Members can continue to earn points for now, but those
points/bucks must be redeemed by Nov. 30.

n Go365 will not be available to assist members with
questions related to the LivingWell promise completion

after Dec. 31.

n Both health plan and waivers can participate in 
StayWell activities and earn incentives.

n LivingWell Promise and/or Biometric Screenings are
still required for health insurance discounts.

In 2020, the LivingWell program begins to broaden its

focus to include four key well-being components:

n Physical 

n Emotional

n Social 

n Financial 

Open Enrollment material will include more specific 

information on the transition to StayWell, as well as the

customer service number. Emails will be sent to members

from KEHP, Go365 and eventually StayWell.

Questions? Contact Debbie Foreman, DCPS employee

benefits coordinator, at 270-852-7000, ext. 243, or 

debbie.foreman@daviess.kyschools.us 

Certified Evaluation

Appeals Committee

DCPS certified staff members are reminded to cast

your ballots for two teacher representatives to serve

on the 2019-2020 Certified Evaluation Appeals 

Committee. The election closes at 2 p.m. Thursday,

Sept. 19. 

The link to this ballot was emailed from the DCPSfyi 

account on Sunday, Sept. 15. If you did not receive

that email, please contact assistant superintendent for

human services Dr. Amy Shutt at 270-852-7000. 

United Way Update
The DCPS

United Way

Campaign has

begun! This is

our opportunity

to help make a

difference in the

lives of our co-workers, families and community. Local

programs that receive funding from United Way include

Red Cross, Hospice, YMCA, The Salvation Army and

many more.

When you give to United Way, you are making a differ-

ence in our community. For example, a donation of just

$5 a pay period could supply a disaster shelter with 25

blankets.

Please take a minute to watch a new VIDEO presented by

United Way. It’s titled “Who Will Be There?” 

You will receive your pledge form soon. Please consider

donating to United Way.

Kids First Day!
Remember to show your “Kids First” spirit

on the last Wednesday of each month! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lGDOaK_hmo&feature=youtu.be


In the past week, we’ve had two incidents where someone

called the district asking for a specific person, saying they

were from an educational resource company. They knew

our staff person’s title, email address and physical address

and wanted to email them a link to a whitepaper that

would be pertinent to their position.

Luckily, both of the staff members questioned these calls

and when the email arrived, recognized it as a scam.

Scammers are getting smarter and braver in the methods

they use to try and gain access to our network. It only

takes one person to be fooled by one of these scams to

create a nightmare for the whole district. Please continue

to be vigilant when you receive messages from people

wanting to send you something. And, as always, if you are

in doubt, please contact the DCPS Computer Operations

office. We are here to support and protect you! 

– Steve Burton

Computer Operations Manager

Beware: Targeted

Email Scam

Quick Tip
Lock your computer with the “windows” and “l” (L)

key when you will be away from your desk.

We are celebrating our amazing instructional assistants

this week as part of our DCPS staff recognition schedule.

Thank you to these dedicated professionals for your will-

ingness to Rise Up – Be the One who puts Kids First!

There are so many inspiring stories of passion and love

for our students! Click HERE to watch the video and hear

those stories for yourself. 

Calendar Reminders

Friday, Sept. 27, is designated as a Professional 

Development Day in the DCPS district; no school for 

students.

Fall Break is Oct. 7-11.

Election Day is Nov. 5. Be sure to vote!

Thanksgiving Break is Wednesday through Friday, 

Nov. 27-29. 

View, download or print the 2019-2020 DCPS 

instructional calendar HERE. Please remember to avoid 

potential make-up days when scheduling vacations and

appointments. 

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/BB%20-%20Black%20Book%202019-2020/DCPS%202019-2020%20Calendar.pdf?id=42425
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-MYbXP2LHs&feature=youtu.be


Congratulations!
Congratulations to the 

following members of the

DCPS family as they welcome

their new arrivals:

Jordan Pogue (BMS) and her

husband Matthew welcomed a

baby boy on July 27. Maddox James weighed 

9 pounds, 11 ounces and was 22 inches long upon

arrival.

Ben Haaff (AHS) and his wife Courtney have 

announced the arrival of Maddox Haaff on Aug. 30.

The baby weighed 6 pounds, 12 ounces and was

20.25 inches long at birth. 

John Kirkpatrick (SES, DCHS) and his wife Tara

have a baby girl! Laney Beauchamp Kirkpatrick 

arrived on Sept. 9, weighing in at 7.14 pounds and

measuring 21.5 inches in length. 

Mary Keller (AHS) welcomed her eighth grandchild

on Sept. 16. Rosalynn Grace Keller weighed 7

pounds, 3 ounces and was 20.5 inches long at birth.

Parents are Michael and Lauren Keller. The baby

was also welcomed by proud big brothers John,

Isaac and Elam. 

Submit Milestone News

(births, deaths, weddings,

and retirements) to

grapevine@dcps.org

Best Wishes!
Tamarack Elementary School

is hosting a retirement 

reception from 2:45 to 

3:45 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 24, 

honoring music teacher Anna

Sparks. Anna joined DCPS in

2008 and is retiring after more

than 29 years of service.

All friends and current and

former colleagues are invited

to attend! 

Sincere Sympathy
We extend our sincere sympathy to the 

following members of the DCPS family 

during their time of loss:

Lowan Mattingly and Sandy Merritt 

(Transportation) in the loss of their 

granddaughter Penelope Merritt on May 14.

Lowan Mattingly (Transportation) in the loss of her brother

Jack Aud on June 18. Mr. Aud was also the uncle of Beth 

Lanham (AES) and the brother-in-law of Janet Aud (WES).

Hope Eans (AHS) in the loss of her father Philip Jenkins on

July 2. Mr. Jenkins was also the father-in-law of Shane Eans

(TES). 

Pam Harris (HES) in the loss of her father George Warren on

Aug. 9.

Karen Pryor (CVMS) in the loss of her mother-in-law Pat Pryor

on Aug. 29. 

Carole Greer (AHS) in the loss of her mother Martha Ann

O’Bryan Clayton on Aug. 29.

Samantha Rowe (BMS) and her husband Mark (former DCHS

and AHS) in the loss of their son. Deacon James Rowe was

born Sept. 4 and passed away on Sept. 6. The baby was also the

nephew of Matt Rowe (DCHS) and grandson of Tony Rowe

(former DCHS). 

Anna Sparks
Self-Defense for Ladies

The Apollo High School cheerleaders are sponsoring a 

self-defense class for ladies from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 

Sept. 26, in the AHS gymnasium. Cost is $20 for adults and

$10 for students. Advance registration is not required. Those

attending should wear comfortable clothing and shoes.

Instruction will be provided by Josh Hayden, owner of Gracie

Owensboro, which provides certified training in areas such as

jiu jitsu. 

For more information, contact AHS cheer coach Wes Nall at

wes.nall@daviess.kyschools.us



DC-KEA voted to support the following community 

activities this year. We will be part of the GRADSA

Buddy Walk on Sept. 28; the Wendell Foster 13.1-K on

March 14; and the Color Blast 5K on March 21. Save the

dates and plan to join us as we support these organizations

that do so much to support our students and families! 

If you would like to volunteer at any of these events, 

please contact John Brett (DCMS) at

john.brett@daviess.kyschools.us  We appreciate your

help! 

n We have fewer than 100 days
until Election Day. The deadline to

register to vote is Monday, Oct. 7.

Now is the time to check, update or

register to vote to make sure your

voice is heard. Registering to vote

has never been 

easier. It is as simple as going 

online to www.govoteky.com/

empowered

Check your registration today!

Don’t forget to share this link with

colleagues, friends and family members, and 

encourage them to register to vote too!

n Check out our new shirt design! All it’s missing is your
opinion on what type of shirt. Click HERE to vote by the

end of the day today (Wednesday, Sept. 18).

n Our next meeting is Monday, Sept. 23, in Room 100 at
the DCPS Learning Center. Supt. Matt Robbins will share

remarks at 3:45 p.m. followed by the meeting at 4 p.m. so

come early to get a good seat. See you there!  

Danielle Ellis, DC-KEA President

DCPS Center for Academic Improvement

270-852-7226     

danielle.ellis@daviess.kyschools.us

News, Information

and Updates

It pays to be a DC-KEA member! $50 Target gift cards
were awarded during our spring membership drive. 
Pictured at left is Christie Young (BMS), recruited several
new members. In the photo at right, Amber Tucker 
(pictured at left) receives a reward from MLES building
rep Kara Nash for joining DC-KEA. 

Danielle Ellis

Stay Connected ...

Stay Informed!

Facebook

@daviess

county

public

schools

YouTube

dcpstv

Instagram

@dcps

kidsfirst

Twitter

@dcps

kidsfirst

Follow the Daviess County Public Schools district and

your school on social media to stay connected with great

things our students and staff are doing! And don’t forget

to read the Grapevine each week! 

The Grapevine

is YOUR newsletter!

Share photos and news 

about innovative

teaching and learning 

projects with our district!

Send information to

grapevine@dcps.org

https://vrsws.sos.ky.gov/ovrweb/govoteky/empowered
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdEn03_MT0ehgDbRINZuH_NWav7lEiHSzJES3Gie0degR-Pg/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/DaviessCountyPublicSchools


Foundation for DCPS – Battle of the Backpacks
The Foundation for DCPS Board of Directors hosted The

Battle of the Backpacks on Sept. 7 at O. Z. Tyler.

Attendees could choose to walk or ride the bus to the

event and were greeted by the Apollo Eagle (AHS grad

Angel Walsh) and DCHS Panther (DCHS grad Sarah

Johnson).

It was School Picture Day! Dream Copy took photos of

attendees with awkward poses (including the dreaded

prom pose) with those hideously nostalgic backgrounds of

the past. Event photos by Dream Copy are available on

the Foundation for DCPS Facebook page.

The evening featured a Spelling Bee, a Geography Bee

and “Are YOU Smarter than a Fifth Grade Teacher” game

with Highland Elementary School’s Olivia Baker. 

Team buy-ins and pay-to-stay raised more than $2,000.

Niko’s Italian Restaurant catering provided scrumptious

gourmet square pizza and corn, salad and spaghetti and

meatballs ... served, of course, on colorful school lunch

trays. Dessert was a delectable chocolate mousse.  

The Bourbon Pull was a fast sellout! Generous 

Foundation board members donated a variety of 30 

bourbons. Bourbon Pull tickets were gone within 

35 minutes of the doors opening, raising another $1,500.

If you run into anyone from our sponsor businesses,

please thank them for supporting the Foundation’s 

mission of alleviating barriers to education for DCPS 

students!

National Merit Finalist (Title Sponsor) – 

Owensboro Health

Honor Graduate Sponsors – DANCO Construction and 

S&V Fabrication

Valedictorian Sponsors – Don Moore Automotive Team, 

Norman King Electric and RBS Design Group

Salutatorian Sponsors – American Patriot-Get-A-Ways, 

BB&T, Clearview Glass & Glazing, CRS OneSource,

DC Teachers Federal Credit Union, E M Ford, 

Horn & France Insurance, Kentucky Legend, 

Dr. Mahesh Moolani, Old National Bank, SKY

Engineering, Wilkey & Wilson Attorneys-At-Law.

Special thanks to Kentucky Wesleyan College and 

Wells Enterprises for their support!

— Vicki Quisenberry

Foundation for DCPS executive director

270-231-5583

vickiq@FoundationForDCPS.org

HES principal Leslie Peveler announces activities for the
Battle of the Backpacks and dismisses attendees for the
food line.

DCPS Superintendent Matt Robbins accepts a donation
to buy his team back into the Spelling Bee.

Eventual winners of the “Are You Smarter Than a 
Fifth-Grade Teacher” game confer over their response to
a challenge. Pictured from left are attorney Clay Wilkey,
and Danco estimator/project managers Jeff Williams and
Zach Smith. 



DCPS Maintenance and Construction Update
This monthly report is provided by
David Shutt, DCPS director of
facilities and plant operations. 
His staff remains committed to
ensuring safe, comfortable and
attractive environments for 
teaching and learning.

Athletic Field Renovations
Apollo High School

Entry and locker room spray foam

is completed and rip rap has been

installed in low areas of basins.

Hazex has started removing excess dirt from the site.

Locker and entry stone and brickwork is underway. The

goal posts and scoreboard have been installed. Concrete

flat work is ongoing around areas outside the track.

Work for the next 30 days includes roofing for both the

locker and entry buildings, with bleachers installation and

asphalt work to begin in the next week. The transformer

pad has been poured and OMU will be out next week to

install electrical service to the buildings.

Above-ceiling inspections were started this week, with

drywall installation to follow successful completion of

these inspections.

Daviess County High School

The first game on the new football field was Aug. 30.

Danco Construction is currently working through punch

list items for project completion.

AHS Renovations
RBS Design presented schematic design documents to the

DCPS Board of Education at their Sept. 17 meeting, to be

considered for approval during their meeting at 4:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 19.

RBS design documents may be viewed by clicking the

links below. NOTE: These designs are subject to revision

until approved by the Board of Education and the 

Kentucky Department of Education.

AHS Overview

AHS Phase 3

AHS Phase 4

New Middle School
Bids were opened on Tuesday, Sept. 10, for mass grading

work of the site and will be presented to the Board of 

Education for consideration at their Thursday, Sept. 19,

meeting. The Board will also consider schematic design

approval for the new middle school at 4:30 p.m. Sept. 19.

RBS design documents may be viewed by clicking the

links below. NOTE: These designs are subject to revision

until approved by the Board of Education and the 

Kentucky Department of Education.

DCMS Overview

DCMS Schematic

David Shutt

Terry Blincoe repairs an underground conductor that 
provides power to the sign at the DCPS Transportation
Department.

AHS Eagle Nation

Reunion
Apollo High School is inviting all former students and

staff members to attend the last event scheduled to

take place at the school’s original Eagle Stadium. The

AHS football team will host McCracken County at 

7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 27, as their final game on the 

current field before the new stadium is unveiled.

AHS extends a special invitation to all current and 

former student-athletes, band members, cheerleaders

and coaches whose contributions have filled the 

current stadium with so many memories.

Special announcements will be made throughout the

evening recognizing those who have represented

Apollo High School as part of games and events 

taking place in Eagle Stadium over the years. 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/AHS-Overview.pdf?id=42804
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/AHS-Phase3.pdf?id=42805
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/AHS-Phase4.pdf?id=42806
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/DCMS-Overview.pdf?id=42807
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/DCMS-Schematic.pdf?id=42808


Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

It’s quitting time and your work day is done. You get up

to leave and not only is it difficult standing up, but when

you do finally do get up, you realize you have a lot less

pep in your step.

You don’t have to be a marathoner to get the blood 

pumping. Just 20 to 30 minutes of brisk walking can 

improve circulation. Longer walks can strengthen your

heart and improve overall cardiovascular health, which is

important for proper circulation.

After Work

Here are a few tips for an after work walk:

n If you parked your car half a mile away from your 
school or office in the morning, you can now walk 

back to it.

n Before you leave, talk a walk around your school’s 
walking trail or make a few laps around the 

gymnasium or even just around the hallways.

n Commit to walking after work at least three times a 
week. Invite colleagues to join you, which will help 

keep you accountable and on track. 

These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.moveitmonday.org  (Remember, this

information is good for every day of the week, not just

Monday!) 

DCHS presents

‘Back Cover’
Daviess County High

School’s 

International 

Thespian Troupe

5849 will present

“Back Cover” by

Emily Hageman at 

7 p.m. Thursday and

Saturday, Sept. 19

and 21, in the DCHS

auditorium. 

Admission is $5 per

person. 

A summary of the

play, which is 

produced through a 

special arrangement

with Stage Partners,

is as follows:

“The unexpected divorce of Madison’s parents relocated

her to New York City – a place that she has vowed to

loathe. Through incredible coincidence, Madison finds a

shoebox full of letters belonging to a young woman

named Jessica. The connection they form changes 

Madison, but it is the revelation that Jessica’s story ends

with the 9/11 attacks that truly redirects Madison’s life.

Narrated by Madison’s older self, “Back Cover” is a

story of loss, courage, humanity, and the painful – but

wonderful – experience of growing up.”

The play is under the direction of DCHS theatre director

and speech coach Karen Feldhaus.

Are you or a colleague doing something

new, interesting, exciting? 

Let us know! 

Send information and photographs to

grapevine@dcps.org



DC-bay!
Deadline to submit

items for our  next

DC-bay! feature is

Friday, Oct. 18.

Full-size hide-a-bed couch. This item has

been kept under a protective cover for 

several years and is in great condition. 

Perfect for those holiday guests, teen 

sleepovers or the cabin down by the lake!

$75 or best offer. David Ford (CVMS), 

270-302-2082.

2006 Honda VTX 1300 cc. Single owner.

Custom exhaust. 10,828 miles. $4,000. 

Neil Hayden (DCHS), 270-993-5703.

Cherry office desk and bookcase.

Excellent condition! Bookcase

can sit on top of desk or stand

alone. $200 for both pieces. Pam

Lockhart (WES), 270-929-7460.

Entertainment center with lights, holds 

television up to 65 inches. $350. Susan

Hagan (CVMS), 270-993-0557.

Full size sleigh bed with mattress. Good condition. $175.

Mark Ford (Transportation), 270-570-5537.

Wanted – Someone to

‘Rise Up – Be the One’
The Tamarack Elementary School Family Resource

Center is looking for a dinette set and washer/dryer to

assist a family in need. If you have a nice dining table

and four chairs, or an electric washer/dryer set in good

condition you can donate, please contact Tim Crabtree

at 270-852-7561 or tim.crabtree@daviess.kyschools.us


